
 

VENTNOR & DISTRICT LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY 

Lucknow Villa, Zig Zag Road   

 
Sharp-eyed observers may recognise this late-Victorian image as depicting the lower portion of Zig Zag Road in Ventnor, with the roof of the 
Royal Hotel in the foreground. The building immediately above the hotel, to the left, is Lucknow Villa, and forms the main focus of this article. 
Plainly named after the relief of the besieged Indian city of Lucknow in 1857, it conformed to a villa pattern found over many parts of Ventnor’s 
rock terraces: an elegant Georgian style structure, with most of the ground floor surrounded by an elegant verandah.  

 
In the 1870s, the villa was used as a 
preparatory school for young 
gentlemen, conducted by a Miss 
Hardley. The likelihood is that these 
were boys of weak health whose 
parents could afford to send them to 
the Island to benefit from its favourable 
climate, in winter especially. Quite a 
number of houses in the Undercliff 
(including Mirables) were advertised for 
this same purpose in the period. Miss 
Hardley still seems to have been 
resident just before the outbreak of the 
Great War, but the school appears to 
have ceased sometime earlier.  
 
By the 1920s, two spinsters, the Misses Dupuis and Dowling, lived at Lucknow. Like so many permanent Ventnor residents, they had 
independent means, but Raymond Ryden has left a record of his family holidaying there as guests of the two spinsters in the summers of 1936, 
1937, 1938 and 1939. The second photograph shows Raymond as a young boy in the Villa garden, probably in 1938. The spinsters did not 
advertise Lucknow as a boarding house, a fact confirmed by Raymond observing that, whenever the family stayed, they were the only summer 
visitors. So maybe they were distant relatives or distant friends of some kind.  
 
Every morning, Raymond’s mother would have an interview with Miss Dowling to plan the main meal of the day. The family then walked down 
into town to do the necessary shopping, returning to the villa with the provisions before venturing down to the beach or else going by train to see 
other parts of the Island. Waiting on Brading station platform, Raymond often recalled how it was possible to see the full length of the line to its 
terminus at Bembridge, whence they were sometimes travelling. At nearby Seaview, he remembered the chain pier there which had a rather 
unpleasant motion when walking on it. On Monday 17th August 1936, he and his father embarked on a paddle steamer at Ventnor Pier to follow 
the passage of the new Cunard liner, Queen Mary, as she returned to Southampton from New York, having won the Blue Riband for the fastest 
Atlantic crossing. She had taken just three minutes under four days to sail the course from the Ambrose Light to Bishop Rock. The fare for the 

paddle steamer excursion was 3/6d each (pre-decimal money) and tickets had had to be pre-
booked. Passengers witnessed the giant liner being docked with the aid of tugs and later viewed the 
new King George V graving dock higher up Southampton Water. 
 
The Ryden family home was in London and Raymond always enjoyed the journey between 
Waterloo and Portsmouth Harbour and thence on the ferry over to or from Ryde. However, his father 
disliked travelling on busy week-ends, so their Ventnor holidays always started on a Monday and 
ended on a Friday. On returning from their final pre-war holiday in Ventnor, on September 1st 1939, 
Raymond recalled the less savoury memory of seeing passing stations filled with parties of child 
evacuees on their way south. When they reached their London home, the coal-cellars beneath the 
block of flats where they lived were in the process of being converted into air-raid shelters. Island 
holidays were no more. 
 
Lucknow Villa still stands but is now called Easter Moy, the name altered at some point after the last 
war. It appears to come from the name of a house in the Scottish Highlands, near Muir of Ord, 
Inverness. 
 

Michael Freeman, Ventnor & District Local History Society. Raymond’s story is taken from the journal Isle of Wight Family History Society, No. 
57 (May, 2000); other material is drawn from the Heritage Centre Archives and from the Isle of Wight Record Office.  
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