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Miss Pardo, Head Teacher at St. Wilfrid’s School, 1896 to 1934

 

Ellen Mary Ann Pardo was appointed certificated teacher at St. Wilfrid’s Roman Catholic School from the 

date of its first opening: 7th September 1896. She spent 38 years at the School, her retirement as Head 

marked by an entry in the Isle of Wight Mercury

all old pupils and friends who had subscribed to her testimonial and gift. Mi

known, was born in Portsmouth and she arrived at St. Wilfrid’s aged about 26. Quite why she came to 

work on the Island is unclear, but it is noticeable from the first school log book of 1896

quite often recorded as absent due to illness. So it may be that she had some underlying health condition 

and a posting in Ventnor’s mild climate might have been considered to be beneficial.
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history of our area and make it available to the public in the Ventnor Heritage Cen
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VENTNOR & DISTRICT LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY 

Miss Pardo, Head Teacher at St. Wilfrid’s School, 1896 to 1934

Ellen Mary Ann Pardo was appointed certificated teacher at St. Wilfrid’s Roman Catholic School from the 

September 1896. She spent 38 years at the School, her retirement as Head 

Isle of Wight Mercury of 23rd November 1934 where she offered public thanks to 

all old pupils and friends who had subscribed to her testimonial and gift. Miss Pardo, as she was always 

known, was born in Portsmouth and she arrived at St. Wilfrid’s aged about 26. Quite why she came to 

work on the Island is unclear, but it is noticeable from the first school log book of 1896

as absent due to illness. So it may be that she had some underlying health condition 

and a posting in Ventnor’s mild climate might have been considered to be beneficial.

She is pictured in the image with some of her pupils 

in 1921, part of a much larger 

photograph. Over the first seven years of the 

School’s operation, the pupil roll seems to have 

settled at 40 to 50, with quite significant daily 

fluctuations, accounted for by such things as 

weather and illness. Monitors were appointed to 

look after the youngest children, helped by a supply 

of ‘kindergarten materials’. For the older ones, there 

seemed to have been a reasonable supply of 

exercise and drawing books, crayons, chalk, pens 

and rulers, together with needlework items. The 

School closed on days of some religious feasts and 

festivals: for example for Ascension and Corpus 

Christi. It typically closed for holidays over the month 

of August and for shorter periods at Christmas and 

Easter. There was often an annual outing on 31 

August that would take the pupils to Windcliffe, the 

Kirkpatrick’s home on the Blackgang Road at Niton.

Ellen Pardo had a long life, passing away in 1955 in 

her mid-eighties. Her grave is in Ventnor cemetery.

Michael Freeman, from files in Ventnor Heritage Centre and with help from Jill Wearing
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Ventnor & District Local History Society is a registered charity, working to preserve and record the 
history of our area and make it available to the public in the Ventnor Heritage Centre. 
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