
 

VENTNOR & DISTRICT LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY 

A picture of the past: Belgrave Road as it once was  

 

The Royal Marine Hotel dominates this idyllic picture of Belgrave Road in about 1908, its two main buildings linked by the roofed 
entrance hall, a coach and horses driving past, while across the road a lady with a parasol promenades through the hotel gardens 
while two horses are being ridden up Esplanade Road. Sadly much of this has now gone, and this week Belgrave Road itself is 
under threat, it seems, from the forces of nature. 

 
The Marine Hotel, built in the late 
1830s, was enlarged several times and 
reached its heyday in the second half 
of the nineteenth century when it was 
owned by William Mew Judd a notable 
figure in Ventnor. Patronised by royalty, 
including Queen Victoria, and by 
celebrities such as Ellen Terry and 
Henry Irving, the hotel was very 
popular with American visitors as well 
as with the local business community. 
 
No expense was spared in making the 
hotel the last word in luxury; electricity 
was installed in March 1899 (it didn’t 
arrive in Godshill until 1956!) The 
entrance hall took the form of a palm 
court, complete with a rockery and 
fountain and a floor paved with 
Italianate tiles.   
 
The writer of this description of the 
hotel in an 1890s trade journal could 
barely contain himself:   
 

On the right of the entrance hall we note the hydraulic elevator for passengers and luggage, and observe that it is of the newest 
and most improved type. Here also is another noble reception-room and drawing-room, and adjoining is the finely appointed 
smoking-room, adorned with a number of very valuable and interesting old sporting prints. There are lavatories, perfectly fitted in 
every detail and supplied with hot and cold water. . . . The kitchens are entirely separate from the hotel, being in another building, 
and the necessary means of conveyance is furnished by a specially constructed kitchen tramway. The advantages of this are 
obvious, and so well is the plan contrived that there is not the smallest chance of any odour of cooking entering the hotel and 
annoying sensitive olfactory organs. 
 
Leaving the Marine Hotel for a moment, on the other side of Belgrave Road there was another striking building, not visible here.  
We have very few pictures of it, although it features in a painting by William Gray, a copy of which we have in the Heritage Centre. 
A large stone-built triple fronted villa, gothic in style, looking rather like a castle, it was located near the top of Esplanade Road and 
was built right up against the rock face, standing close to the Wellington Hotel, its top storey at the level of Belgrave Road. Maps 
show that it had an impressive winding drive leading up from Marine Parade West, lined with specimen trees, which grew up to 
obscure the view of the building from the Esplanade – and which hide it from view in this picture.  
 
By the 1920s the glory days of the Royal Marine Hotel were over, it closed its doors in 1937 and was put up for sale. It didn’t find a 
buyer, and during WW2 was damaged by enemy action in 1940 and again in 1943, after which it was listed ‘incapable of repair’.  
Demolished after the war it is now the site of several houses which have the same glorious, panoramic view enjoyed by visitors to 
the hotel in its heyday.   The gothic villa opposite was still standing in 1945, but taken down not long after that, and the land used 
for modern housing - although if you look carefully at the walling on the south side of the top of Esplanade Road, you can still pick 
out remnants of some of its decorative stonework. There is usually some trace of the past remaining if you look hard enough. 
 
Lesley Telford, Ventnor & District Local History Society.  With acknowledgements to Michael Freeman and the late Fay Brown, for 
articles on Belgrave Road, the Royal Marine Hotel and the gothic villa. Quotation from http://www.iwhistory.org.uk/victoriandirectory 
 


