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Belgrave Road subsidence   

 
Belgrave Road on the move . . .  but perhaps it has all been 
seen before? 
 
Many readers of this paper will have read the various reports of 
the recent closure of Belgrave Road in Ventnor as a result of 
subsidence in an area just above Esplanade Road. Some may 
have seen the online reporting, too. It is very close to the site of 
the former Royal Marine Hotel that extended along a stretch of 
the rock terrace on the road’s north side. The Hotel was 
extensively damaged by bomb blast during the course of air 
raids in the early 1940s and was eventually demolished.  
 
The collapse is marked in this picture by the vertically displaced 
section of retaining wall nearest the camera and by the failure of 
a lower portion of the retaining wall beyond, where a scree slope 
has formed.  
 

The immediate cause may be the much above average rainfall of recent months and, more specifically, to several heavy and 
prolonged torrential rain events in mid-January 2020. However, there may well be more latent causes. 
 

Leafing through the local history files of the late Fay Brown, it 
is plain that this kind of event is not new. According to a report 
in the Isle of Wight Mercury of January 1881, a landslip 
occurred in front of the Marine Hotel about 1850. It was then 
that the various retaining walls that we see today were 
erected, the main one fronting the road bed itself and the 
lower and smaller ones forming a series of terraces that came 
to comprise garden walks for hotel visitors. In January 1881, 
the date of the Mercury article, it seems that the great 
snowstorm of that winter season had weighed so heavily on 
the foliage of shrubs and small trees within that garden area 
that roots had been loosened and some of the smaller 
retaining walls were thrown over. The road itself appears to 
have been relatively unaffected. 
 
There were extensive cellars that were beneath the Royal 
Marine Hotel. They were back-filled with rubble when the 
present line of detached houses was built on the site over the 
1950s. One of the cellars formed the Royal Marine Tap, seen 
in the adjacent image. Here sits William Weeks and his black 
cat, beer barrels lined up to the right, spirits less visible to the 
left. Always known as ‘Tusker’ Weeks, he presided over this 
small hostelry for 40 years from 1894.  
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