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William John (Billy) Flint  

 

Billy Flint will be remembered by those who knew him more recently for his CTN shop in the High Street, first at No 57, opposite 
the Central Hotel, and later at No 37A, near the bottom of Spring Hill. But older residents will remember him for much more . . .  

 
Billy and his identical twin brother were true Cockneys and up to the outbreak 
of WW2 were inseparable, living in London until the war split them up. Billy was 
sent to the Island as a weapons instructor and then on to the Far East for three 
years. On the troopship going over he entertained the troops as part of the 
ship’s concert party, and this is how many Ventnorians will remember him - for 
his entertainment, his geniality and his friendliness. He returned to the Island 
after the war and settled in Ventnor where he met and married Edna Lilly 
Hefferon (known as Teddy) at St Wilfred’s Church in 1946. Billy opened his 
popular confectioners, tobacconists and newsagents (CTN) in the High Street 
in 1952. He worked in his shop for twelve hours a day, six days a week, so it 
was a wonder he had time for anything else – but he did! He was involved in 
every event in Ventnor, from dances to concerts and compered more than 
twenty Carnivals, one of the most memorable being in 1950 when he shared 
the stage of the Winter Gardens with Dick Emery – pictured left. 
 
Billy was one of the 'Wardens of Ventnor', the group who undertook the running 
of the Ventnor Carnivals when they recommenced in 1949 after WW2.  An 
accomplished dancer, he trained a troupe of majorettes called The 
Wardenettes who performed at carnivals and concerts for many years. The 
picture here shows the Wardenettes in Ventnor Park on Coronation Day 1953, 
and they include Anne Baxter, Janet Scott-Smith, Geraldine Boyce, Mavis 
Williams, Valerie Barker, Rae Green, Rosemary Wheeler, Margaret Pattenden 
and Christine Swaffield.  Billy was also one of the founders of the Ventucky 

Minstrels – a popular local variety troupe who based their shows on American deep-south minstrel and country songs, and finally 
disbanded in 1957.  
 

In the 1960s Billy’s original shop 
was demolished to make way for 
road-widening and what is now the 
Central Car Park.  He moved just 
down the High Street to 37a, where 
he continued trading until his 
retirement in January 1976, when 
he sold the business to Colin and 
Wendy Beavis. Billy was 64 when 
he eventually hung up his ‘weigh-
out scales’ and retired with Teddy 
to his house in St Lawrence where 
he was able to spend more time 
‘treading the boards’, especially 
with the Don Mills Variety Club’s 
pantomimes and shows at the 
Village Hall.  
 

Billy and Teddy were staunch supporters of the RSPCA (Billy always had an RSPCA collecting box outside his shop) and in 
retirement they would travel to all corners of the Island to rescue lame or injured animals and birds, dedicating much of their time to 
the care and rehabilitation of the many animals that were brought to their sanctuary at their home in Seven Sisters Road, which 
was aptly named St Francis.   
 
Billy Flint died on 15 March 1999 at the age of 87 – the end of an era!                                 
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