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The Landslip Refreshment Tent  

 

As you can see from the picture taken in the early 1920’s, Luccombe Common Tea Gardens was better known as The Landslip 
Refreshment Tent, and the proprietor was L Channing. This was the Channing family’s second tea garden to be established in the 
Bonchurch/Luccombe area. 
 

 
 
The first was in 1919, after demobilisation from the army, when Lewin Channing and his wife Dorothy moved into the Upper 
Landslip Tea Gardens (also known as The Cloisters) in Leeson Road, where they continued trading until the outbreak of WW2. 
After the war, in April 1946, the name was changed to Smugglers Haven, and remains to this day as a popular stopping point for 
travellers walking through the Landslip between Shanklin and Ventnor. The Channing family held the catering rights for Smugglers 
Haven until 1940. In 1924, Lewin opened his second tea garden on Luccombe Common nearer to Shanklin - the one shown in the 
picture, above. It really was just a tent with a few tables and chairs and each evening everything was put inside with nothing more 
than a laced-up flap to secure the contents. The next morning everything was just as it had been left the night before! 
 
In 1926 a wooden structure was built to replace the tent and later that year electricity was eventually installed enabling Lewin to 
produce his own delicious, home-made ice cream for which, people would walk miles to enjoy. Eventually, a more substantial brick-
built building was completed, which remained unchanged until it became private property some years ago and was considerably 
upgraded as permanent living accommodation. Lewin Channing retained the catering rights until 1960.  The Channing family were 
well-known for their catering establishments in and around Ventnor for over 50 years. The businesses that they ran included the 
Pond Café at Bonchurch, the refreshment room at Ventnor Railway Station, the Milk Bar in the High Street, and finally Ailsa Craig’s 
Tea Gardens opposite the station which Lewin’s daughter, Gwen, ran. The closure of the railway in 1966 saw a huge decline in 
trade, and, although the family continued living in the house, the Tea Garden closed in the early 1970’s – the end of an era! 
 
Colin Beavis, Ventnor & District Local History Society. Photograph from the author’s personal collection.  
 

For more stories and photos like this, some dating back 150 years, come and see Colin Beavis describing and showing 
the contents of ‘An Old Photo Album’ on Monday 2 March as one of our series of winter talks at the Ventnor Arts Club.  

Talks start at 7.30 pm and are free but places are limited, so please email or call to reserve your seat: 
wendy@ventnorartsclub.com / Tel: 857060 

 


