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The Lowtherville Tunnel  

 

 
 
This photograph shows Lowtherville towards the end of the 19th century, tucked into a slight dip in the land, with Ventnor below to 
the south, and Wroxall to the north. At this time many new houses were being built, and the lie of the land created a major difficulty. 
 
The problem was that most of the area was lower than the highest point in Newport Road (roughly where the cemetery gates are - 
off the photograph to the right).  When the new homes were connected to the main sewers, maintaining the natural gravity “fall” 
towards the sea, would have meant the cast iron sewage pipes would have had to be buried to an impracticable depth of at least 
70 feet. To overcome this problem, a decision was taken by the Ventnor Urban District Council to construct a tunnel with a 
continuous downward slope. the tunnel, which ran along the line of Newport Road, housed the pipes.   The Lowtherville Tunnel, as 
it was known, was started in 1898 and completed a year later. It ran from Newport Road, near what is now the Island Free School, 
and ended in St. Alban’s Steps, just above the church entrance. From there on the sewage ran through a conventional cast-iron 
pipe to its destination. The pipe is exposed in places and can still be seen today at the lower end of St. Alban’s Steps, just before 
they reach Lower Gills Cliff Road.  
 
The tunnel was bored through chalk and clay and lined with brick where there was any chance of the walls or roof collapsing. 1,765 
feet long, it had a slope of 1 in 100. It was built by J G & W Jolliffe of Bonchurch, and the wages were very poor considering the 
type of work and the inherent dangers of collapse. The foreman in charge of construction was George Bucket who was paid the 5d 
an hour, so the other workers must have been paid even less! Maybe working in that environment wasn’t very healthy as George 
died in 1911 aged just 56.  
 

It was possible to walk the entire length of the tunnel – as 
long as you weren’t taller than 4 ft 6 inches or a bit portly! 
Several manholes were provided along the length of the 
tunnel and the deepest of them all, at over 70 feet, was 
outside Annie Bucket’s house on the corner of Newport 
Road near Steephill Down Lane - on the right end of the 
cottages in this photo. Annie, coincidentally, was George 
Bucket's daughter and has a place of her own in the history 
of our town: she was renowned for taking in washing and, 
to this day, the older residents still refer to that part of 
Lowtherville as Annie Bucket’s.   
 
Surprisingly, the tunnel was in use for almost ninety years 
until it was closed for good in 1985. 
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