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“MUSEUM PIECES” _ - by Graham
The Museum closed at this splendid relic a home. From the Archives -

the end of October with visitor
numbers similar to previous
years. As our stewards can
confirm, some days are fairly
busy only to be followed by
periods when very few people
come through the door. As
there is no set pattern to this,
it makes it difficult to use
stewards more effectively.

Many thanks to Brenda,
who despite not being in the
best of health, again dressed
our Christmas window.

The Museum is looking
rather shabby externally, so
the building is going to be re-
decorated. However, the or-
nate canopy, which is made
of zinc, is, after 99 years,
wearing badly. We do not
want to lose this attractive
feature but the one estimate
we have received was in ex-
cess of £3000, which we ob-
viously cannot accept. Pro-
fessional advice is being
sought.

We intend to re-open a
side door which has been
sealed for many years, as a
disabled access. This will ne-
cessitate a ramp for
wheelchairs. This access is
required by law which is due
to be brought in this October.

We were recently offered
the old organ from the Royal
National Hospital chapel.
This is currently at St. Mark’s
Church in Wootton. With the
pipes soaring to 15ft. we,
unfortunately, could not give

We have acquired from
the Coastal Visitors’ Centre,
a very large publicity informa-
tion board depicting a wreck
at Blackgang. This is now in
our window.

We are appealing for old
cine film or videos as we are
keen to build up a video col-
lection. So far we have re-
ceived 5 reels which, hope-
fully, can be put onto video. If
any of you have any old film
with a local connection,
please let us know.

The new season’s Exhibi-
ion is now in the process of

THE SPEAKER AT THE
" APRIL 30th MEETING
WILL BE ROGER SILSBURY
WHOSE SUBJECT WILL BE
“AN INSIGHT INTO
THE LIFE OF A
TRINITY HOUSE PILOT.”

preparation. The main dis-
play is called ‘Focus on Niton’
which is self-explanatory. We
are also compiling two
screens on shops and trad-
ing down the years entitled
‘Along the High Street’
Another new screen will have
a ‘Then and Now’ theme.

So as you can see, we are
always busy.

(continued from column 3)

The family connection with
Bonchurch continued down the years,
many of us can remember yet another Dan
who ran the Bonchurch taxi service.

A most enterprising family. - Graham

is for Daniel Day and
family

Daniel Day was born in Whitwell in
1814. His father, Stephen, was a stone-
mason who was later employed in
building Steephill Castle and ‘Cove
Cottage’ in Belgrave Road in 1828. In
1832 he was killed in an accident at the
Castle, when he was struck by a block
of stone falling from the building.
Daniel also became a stonemason and
continued the family business in Vent-
nor at the time the town started to grow
and built many of the early houses.
About 1840 he partnered Jonathan
Jolliffe in building the many fine villas
which sprang up in Bonchurch after the
building ban was lifted by Act of Par-
liament in 1838. They also built the
‘new’ church in 1849. Properties from
this era in Bonchurch today are a last-
ing testament to Mr. Day’s workman-
ship. He built ‘Elm Cottage’ in the
main village street. It was to become
the family home for various members
of the Day family for about 150 years.
It was re-named ‘The Croft’ and it still
bears that name today. Daniel later
lived at ‘Wykeham Cottage,’ Upper
Bonchurch. Three of his children lived
at  ‘The Retreat’ at the ftop of
Bonchurch Shute.
In 1894 the firm of Daniel Day and
Son, now run by his sons, another
Daniel, and Alfred, is recorded as
‘having an extensive business including
a spacious timber yard and workshop
for the cutting of wood, stone and mar-
ble. 'They were builders of reputation,
undertakers (with their own monumen-
tal masons), ran an estate agency,
grew vegetables, flowers and fruit in
their own market garden at Upper
Bonchurch. Daniel was a Bonchurch
parish overseer and councillor and a
collector of taxes! If all that were not
enough, they were insurance agents for
the Royal Insurance.
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We thoroughly enjoyed lunches at the
Beach Hut Diner and at the Woodman’s
Arms, following the trip to Havenstreet
Railway, all arranged by Brenda.

HOW ABOUT A NICE, EASY *
JOB? :

Over the last six months, many
research queries have been answered for
people calling into the Museum, and by
post. Fay has found information from
our archives and from her own research
files at home for some 30 enquirers, as
far away as New Zealand and Canada.
People have wanted to know about
subjects including the Gasworks, St.
Lawrence Hall, Ventnor Sailing Club,
The Heights, Enfield House, the Royal
Marine and families - Trueman,
Compton, Banbury, Gilbert, Turner and

With the summer approaching, it
is urgent that we find some more stewards
if the Museum is to operate without
closing on some days. This is a real
possibility. Please help if you can. YOU
DO NOT NEED TO BE AN EXPERT
ON LOCAL HISTORY. If you do not
know the answer to a query, there is a
form to fill in which can be left for Fay to
do research and send off. Stewarding is
a pleasant, undemanding job, so if you
can give us a morning or an afternoon on
a regular weekly basis, it could be the
start of a new career!

“A QUARTET OF MEMORIES”
At the opening of the Exhibition
in May, a new booklet will be
published. Fay has collated
excerpts from the memories of
former Ventnorians, together
with pictures and advertisements
from her own collection, which
are relevant to the script. The
reminiscences are provided by
George Haynes, Tom Harding,
Ron Pusey and Alan Thorpe.

Chatting leads to Publicity!

= events where she sells our booklets,
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SCRAPBOOK PRESENT

The information about “The Heights” at the
Museum and in Fay's files supplied enough cuttings and
scanned photos for the daughter of a resident of “Foxhills
to compile a beautiful scrap-book, given as a Christmas

present.

items which appear - photos, postcards, legal documents, Carnival
programmes, hotel brochures - and ... a Ventnor Laundry box lid and a
piece of stone from the now demolished Beauchamp House.

Items not applicable to our area have been given to the County
Record Office, and Sandown, Shanklin and East Cowes History Societies.

WE PRESERVE LOCAL HISTORY!

|
delicate and delapidated items for conservation, some of which were

Produced for the Ventnor and
District Local History Society by
Fay Brown. Next Newsletter will

be published in September

Please do not throw away any old
photos, books or papers concerning
Ventnor and District. Bring them to
the Museum and they can be kept for |
the next generation and the next and

the next ....... vevuene




